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| RELATIONS BETWEEN EMPLOYERS AND
\ OPERATIVES.

The textile industry of the South has always been

proud of the friendly relétions that have existed between the
mill owners and the operatives for the same feeling probably
does not ékist in any other large industry in this county. The
mill presidents and treasurers and those who control the mills
have alweys shown an agtive personal interest’in'theAwelfare
of the operatives and have aiways stood ready to do what they could
to better(their‘conditions. '

| ~ The wﬁgés that have been paid have been reasonable
and'while not quite as high &s in ;ome éectibns‘of the oounéry,
fhey have always hien as high in proportiéﬁ to the cost of
living, for the cost of living is 1ess'in:the mili centers of the
South than in other parts of the coﬁntry. Wageslin the cotton
mills of the South have steadily advaﬁoé&ﬁin late years and
although the ﬁills‘haVe passed through sevéral earé of depression
they have not asked the operatives to share théir lossés and

there has never been any reduction,

\ The hours of labor have hbeen gradually shortened

from 11} until the 10hour limit applies over the entire South,
bﬁt there has héen no corresponding reductions in wages, for
the operatives, as wcul&“undoubtedly have b.en ﬁade in other
sections of the country.

Being able to view thé matter both from the standpoint
of the mill owners and the operatives we belieﬁe that the present
scale:of'wages»in the Southern coiton mills is as high as
manufacturing conditions will permit and that they are enough to

provide good living conditions for the operatives,
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Because they have b en treated fairly and beczuse the
mill owners have never shown any disposiﬁion to oppress them,
the operatives have come to look ﬁpon the mill owneré as their
friends and a relation exists which is very'rére. One great fac-
tow in this feeling of friendliness is the fact thét we have no
foreigners in our mills and »oth the mill owners and the
operatives come of pure Anglo;Saxon‘blook, which is the best on
earth. Being of one race and one people thefe(is a natural'
uﬁderstanding and kinship which could not be expected if our
mills were filled with the dagoes and the riff-raff of Europe.

Only once has‘fhese-friéndly\xelations between
Southern mill owners and operativeé b en broken'and that was
about 1900, when agitatoré»frOm Fali River, Maés., came into the
South and stirred up trouble which was onij serious at Augusta,‘
Ga., and Burlington, N. C. |
_ That trouble was, however, shortklived, for the mill
operatives soon found that they had been déceived.by theirrnew
friends who were working for their own financial gainband they
resumed their friendly relatlons with their emnloyees

For almost fifteen years these relatlons have
remained firm desﬁite the efforts of outside agitators and under
them wages have increased andkhours of iabor become shorter,
Welfare work in some form or another has been established in all
cotton mills of the Soﬁth?and the living conditions of the
operatives have béen greatly improved.

Such a conditions is galling to the profeséional agi-
tator and now they have come into the South again with a de-
termined effort to stir up trouble and we regret to say that they
have succeeded in at 1east one place. ,

It is against our poli;y to give publicity to sudh
matters, but at the present tlme we are rellably 1nformud that

agitators from Fdll River, Mass.,'are worklng in the South at

several p01nts.
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These men have not come South'with any philanthropic
motive and no matter how smooth tongued they may be, they cennot
get around the faof thet by eausing trouble they meke financial’
gain for themselves. They are in the South fer the purpose of
stirring up trouble between the employers and the operatives,/iq
knowing that if they can convert a condition of peace and |
friendliness into éne of unrest and3enmity; they ﬁpickings" will
be good, |

Sﬁatistics in the Yorth show that these agitators,
most of whom started with nothing, are now well fixed in this
world's goeds,bwhile those whom have‘used forAtheir purposes
have lost mﬁoh by reason of strikes and dues, |

, Wilivthe mill operaﬁivee of the Soﬁth remember their
experience in 1900 and the friendly relations that have existed
all of these years, or will they‘listenfto smooth tongues from
 Fall River and turn against their“friends?>

We believe that our people can attend to their own
affairs without the aid of men whe have come>all the way‘from
Fall River, Mase.; to give them‘orders,4fer'independenee of
action has always been & characteristic of the réee whose blood
flows in the veins of the Southern cotton mill opefative. ]

We hope that the present effd?t to disturb,the‘reiations
between the,Southefn mill owners and tﬁe mill operatives will'
prove a failure gs did & similar effert fifteen years ago,>for
gshould it prove successful it will produce a st:te of’turmail from

which both the mills and the operatives will suffer,
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