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HISS HifA BURTOM, aworn, testifisd:

> &£ > O

WAMINATION BY Lilt, DalLY.
¥hat position do you ocoupy?
I am Hoad Residont of the Vesloy Houss,
What is the Vesley Houze? |

The Wealey House is an inatitution of the Southern

Nethodist Churoh to dao settlament work.

our

-

Pl - Y - I -

Wyere is it loonted?

70 84 Boulewvard.,

Where is that with respeot to thsse millet
It is next to the Pulton Bag Mills,.

Is it noar the mnill viliage?

Right in the milli village,.

How i3 thot institution maintainedy

The bullding in owned by the Fulton Mill,
And their property is it%

‘Thedr property. They furnish it freo +f ront to

work:naa‘kaép up all repairu,

Q

R -

&

flow large an institution is this?y

It i3 & building of 56 rooms,

How 4m 4t built? A brick building?
Yea 8ir, a brivk building.

Wan 4t originally built for the purpose of
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settlernent work?®

A It wan nrig&na&&y‘buim for a hatel tar the mill
peoplie, ’é’hext waa not & suocens and it wan later taken
up by this settlemont work,

€ It was purchasod hy'} the mili, was it? _

A It was built by the mill as I undorstand it for
a hotel, for their employesas., In addiition to the kewping
up of rbpairs they give §50.00 & month regularly, the mills do,

§ Iz that the whole expense?

A ¥o, the workers ar: supported Ly the Hethodist
Churohes of the oity. There are sdxresident workers.

Q@ %hat daxpﬁmrtmama‘ han that hcmﬁ;ﬂ%

| A It haas abusiness department, & girls' department,

& day nursery and kindergarten, & olinic and nurses,
diatriot nurses,

Q@ Ia there a hospital conrected with i1t¥

A We have an infirmary who do minor amarw‘imm
andkeap the patients as long as necussayy.

Q Wnat phyaicians are connccted with that infirrary?

A You want. the names?

Q Yoaa, . o

_ A Dre. R, M, Welaon, Charles Remsen, C. A REhod:s,

We L, Ballenger, Noy Blosser, C, H, Paine, William
Qhauunhsrgpr, Dunn, Groer, Durr, I don't know the
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initials of the last..
Q Are these all physicians of the city of Atlanta?
All of the city of Atlanta..
Ares they paid for their serwices?
Nothing at all..

They give their services?

> £ b O >

They give their services.,

Q@ Do you know, Miss Burton, what is the whole
yearly expense of keeping that instttution going?

A I think in round numbers about $6,000., I could
give you the exact\amount if I had known you wanted it
and could do so yet.

Q@ The Fulton Bag Mills ocontribute $600%

A Yes Sir, in addition to the rent and water and
repairs. They do many other things from time to time,
but they do this regulaikrly.

Q Now then the remainder of the $6,000 will be
contributed by your church?

4 Yes 8Sir; I think they-woulq tos8ily average amother
$30.00 a month.

Q@ Though that is Jjust from time to time as they
contribute?

A These additional contributions are, yes Six,

Q@ Are they made upon request?

A They are from time to time, but not always.
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Q@ In some inotances thoy volunteey their help do they?
A Yea 8ir, very often.
Q@ You are puid by the yethodiast Churoh?
A  Yes 8ir. allthe workers are paz@‘%y’zhﬁ Methodist
Church,
Q@ TFow, this infimmary that is conduoted there,
shat do the people who use that have to poy, if anything?
| - A ¥When they ocome to the clinio for treatment we
uék them to bring a nickel, If they don't have the niokel
we treat them Just the mame but we ask them to do that
to lot thom feed they are giving something in return
for what they get,
R How many people doyou trest thers in a yoary
A Ve average 150 a month.
R Are the people from the mill villbge trested
there frequontly?
A Yes 8ir, most of thom, the large majority are

in the mill I suppose. ¥e have sore outdide but the

sajority are from the mill village, men, women apd

ohildren. When we have the persons and treat them in

the olinic we let them pay what they feel like, f it

is 25¢, 50, §1.00; $3.00, I think, in the most wo ever had,
§ ¥hat do you think the accurate list of the ya&&

would be of the gontributinnes of the people who wore
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troated there?

A It was lesn than §100,

€ You trested 150 n month; would that be & pretty
fair average?

A Yus Sir. ‘

& ¥nhst are thegeneral physical conditisrs of those
people that come to that infirmary? |

NHote: Misa Burton hers produsces the annusl report
of the Wesley House and requests that it be made a part
of her testimony marked ms "Exhinhit 1%,

§ Do you parmonally vist the homes of these psople?

f Yea 8Sir, |

€ That is part of your work as mettlemsnt worker,
i it¥ |

A Yes Bir.

Q Have you in your visits obmoerved the conditions
of the homes?

A I have,

Q@ How do you find ths conditions?®

A 1 rind the conditions Just pretty rmch the nume
as you wonld ever find amony; any poor olass of peanls,

Bome of the housos are very poorly kept; some are very

well kept, Junt &s is true in any cluas,

¢ ¥hat proportion of them would y-u think sre well kept?
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What would be a fair extimate of the wellekept homes?®

A I think I oan siy one=third?

4 Twoethirds are not so wollekept?

| A Twoethirds are not so mihkupt. Parhaps once

third are not so wellekept and the others not so poorly
kopt.

§ Are the cottages usunlly four rooma¥

A ‘?ham are sore ocottages with four rooms to the
family, and then there are dnuble houses where there
are four families, two families upestairs and two fumilies
downentairs with a dividing hall,

Q How many rooms to esoh family?

A Some, mont of these double houses have three
or four ToomS. There sre slaso some twoeroom oottages?

Q How mony people have you seen in one house, for
the most part? Have you noticed that, the Bargest nupber?
A I dontt think overtwalve. I speak now of the

houses ovmed by the mill but the street just next,
the street outaide the villoge is whare I reealdd fwﬁting
pineteen in two roomm, . '
¢ Wovre thuy working in the mill?
A  Some few of them, but they ore | living in the
mill housos.
¢ You refer to the whole community?
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A Yo, we 40 not confine our work ta tho mill reople;
ws work in the whole community as wall. |

@ J/hat kind of houses are there on the street that
are in this village and not omed by the mills? What
is the charact:r of them?

A The character of the houses in this partioular
sstréat of which I have Jusnt spoken is in very much worse
condition than thé houses of the mill community.

Q@ Do you ever visit these homes s well sz those
of the mili village?

A Yes Sir, I do, quite a oftem.

Q’ And in homes of people that &u.mt work in the
millds do you £ind the same condition?

A I do.

Q@ Do you find several familias in one housey
A 1 do, equally & growied up,

Q  4And hurd working in their oocupations?

A Yes Sir. | |

¢ Do you find rore illness among the mii vi.lwga ;
pooyple than in these other surrounfingey

A Not at all,

€  About the same oonditiona?

A  About the same, yes 8ir,

@ Yhere olse have you done settlement work?
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A This ia gy firet settloment work.

Q@ Have you had experionce in other mill villages
in any way?

A No 8ir, this is my firet mill village, I was
Churoh Deaconess Lefore I come here, pastor's assistant,
in CHattanoga five and a hall’ years.

@ ‘Then you bave no Sther exparirnoes in mill
villagoa? |

A DNo.

© Q Does your work lead you out ta the Exposition
111 village? |

A Very little, that io so far away. I have had
some littls exporience in @hattanooga with the knitting
mill peaplp.) |

Q@ In what condition Aid you find them¥

A I found them in shout the same condition that
I found thase people, or ﬁhat I would find any poor

clann.
¢ Have vou paid any attention to the moral status
of their lives &n your work?®
A Yaa-sir.-
¢ Spoeaking gonerally vhat is the moral sondition
of these people? Are thoy & high grade of morals or not?
A I consider the morals &mong theas people about as
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you would £ind $t, I might say I think, in any olses,

I have had a great deal of exporience along that line

among the riddle and upper olasmes, espeoially in

Chattancoga. I also worked in Kansas City, Mo., with an

upstorn churoh,

Q

-2 T -

A

In #hat churoh 1n~xhnéas City?

The Central Church?

The Central Methodist?

Yon 8ir. | |

Did you do settlement work in that ghurohy

1 4id parish vieiding and gy work was princirally

among the middle and higher classes, X find the morals

here compare very favorably with the middle and hdcher

clags of rsopla. The.morais are not what cbuld be wished

‘for along any lines, but hera, but that does not cover

up the others,

Q
A

Are these people ahu&@h going people?
Relatively, ocomparatively, I suppond they wounld

compare with moat glasmes., We have & Sunday School in ‘connec-

tion with nur worke.

= o oo

How large?

An anual enrollment of 150,
ostly from the mill village?
Hontly, very few n#taiﬁ&,
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Q VWhat education have these children as & rule?
A They are not, &s & rule, educated,
Q@ Do a great number of them or not realize the
value of an eduoation?
A Just as is true in any city where theéy have no
compulsory eduocation,
€@ Can mey of them read and write?
A The ohes who are how in school of course can.
There are a great many out of schonl
Q@ ¥hat vroportion do yvou think are out of school?
| A I think I may almost say m;mnhalr. |
Q@ How many children would you think are in this
mil: village for the population of it, as far as ohildren
are oconoerned? |
A I think in a house to house camvasd we made in
the early fall we estimated ahout 1000 children.,
Q In the mill village?
Yas Sir.

Haus Georgia sompulsory education?

> £ b

It has not.

¢ Have you any way in the Wesley House by which
these ohildren can obtein education?

A Ve have & night mohool where we take them from
- the first throught the eighth /zr aden?
Q@ I9 that largely attended?
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A  Our attendence is something less than 100,
¥e have four nights a wook,

Q Are they the children that work in the mills
in the daytime that come to sohool at nighty

A Yoo Bir,
| § VWhattype nﬂ*ﬁiﬁa&aa& are foundin your infirmary
coming from this village?

A Ve have Just ordinary disenses., ¥%e hove & great
deal of throut troudble, tonsilitis snpd adenoids. Ve have had
the average of Lwo persons per week sinae Chrimtmas on
tonsilitis and wdenoida. Those are two of the principal
troubles we find., We have some hookeuorm csses, not many
and wa have got o few caves of pellagra, . |

® Do the aity physioians viasit this village?

Yon Hir.

Praptioes there smch, do thay?
Yen Gire 3

Do you ﬁnow-br. farrett?

£ > O 0>

Yes 8ir. I have met him, I don't know him,

§ Do you know his profesaioral a%ﬁnﬂing'tmathiu
conminity?

A Yen 8ir.

¢ Iz it high?

A It gertainly is not. We heve refuned to work with
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him at the tesley Houne,.

¢ Do you moean the other pliysicians or the management?

A The management of the Vesley Housej alsc the other
physicians, Our staff of physicians do not, .
The gegular staff refusex to recognise him?
Tus Siv.
In he & pan of any oulture or training?
Hot at all, |
Has no professfonal standing?

Ho Bir.

L= R - A~

How many oasse of pellagra have yan.ha&? How
long h¥we you been with Wesley House? |
A Y will have beon with Wesluy House two yoars in
Ootobaernext,
Q@ How many canes of pellagra in that tirme?
A 1 think we hnve had sonething like twonty cases
in the past year. ,
¢ Is that a ourable dissase?
A ‘It is und-r control to & agertain extent,
f «re theroe any deaths from 1t¥ ‘
| A . Yes Biy, wo hava had possidbly four deaths and
two. onses of inssnity.
Q¢ Do the physicians undaxmtanﬁ_&ha aause of this
‘dimenna? Do thay aasign any roason for Lt?
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A Yo Bir, that is mtill & questions on which the
physicians difler very much as to the cause,

Q Do you know whether pr not people in other sestions
of this community have pellagra os well as people in
thie mill village? |

A Yes 8ir, we havo some casss out of the village
a8 wall,

@ Then this disecase oalled pellagre ia not wholly
sonfined to thin village, is that correst?

A Yot at all, ' We ere just now working on somothing
that we think is gofng Yo prove interesting, These |
pesople use selferieing flour entirely and our dootor who
han pellagra work is working on that line and has hed
it annlysed and finds a great deal of alum amnd he thinke
that is responsilbile for much of the trouble. Ve are
planiing & fight on the selferinmgflour,.

Q What physician is tha®

A Dr. Blosmor. |

Q@ Do you know Mr, Rlsan very well?

A Yes 8ir, very well indeed,

¢ Has ho shown any partiouwar intereat in the work
out there beddides giving money? |

A He ohows 4 greut deal of interest,

Q Oan you tell me .about the nurasery what that is
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for and howit 1o umed? \ |

A4 VWhile we mre speaking about Mr. Elsas I would
like to tell youono thing we do that we do not use his
name in at all. I do not knw that he haa asked me
not to. At Chrimtmas time he furnished money for the
comvunity tree giving every man, woman and ohild in the
entire oommnity, whether thay worked in the mill or
not, a present in the name ~f the Vealey House, ¥eo have
pﬂﬁ?l@»ﬁﬂhﬂ#&taﬁ'w%%h our work who are not in the Fulton
mills and ofpoourse we did not feel wr oould make & dietinge
tion andhe did not think 1t wise to make a &istination so
everybody conneated with the Wesloy Houme or work ing
in this aommun&ty’wﬁrﬂ includad at his expenas, ye also
paye a gook and any deficit in the grogory bill and no
on for the ten cent luncheon to be merved to the people
that they may have allthey want of a good substanfial
meal at the noon houy,

Q@ - EBpeaking of the enoking part, during the atrike
wore the menls oooked for the strikers at the Vonley
Houne? |

A Vot for the strikers. We had this lunch room
befors the strike apnd at that tire lunohes were served free
to the employees of the mill, paid for by the mill, Ve
sorved these lunches fr&m the 20th of May to the middle
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of Augunt to any employee of the mill who would teke
advantage of it, 500 or 600 a Aay.
Q@ YWere they aent to the mill?
A Yes 8ir, woprepared them and they went to the mill
and Wesley Houme bdoth,
€ Now shout the hursery: what have you to say
about thaty
" A Our nursery is whore the ohildren are kept during
the day while the matharﬁ aﬁrk in the nill or any ather
plage .. We keep *vam at §¢ & day ard give them two meals
and their cu&a and the glothing during the day; olothing
them shen necesnary.,
Q@ Areryou familimr with the wagen paid in the ﬁulhmn
ML21P |
A Yes 8ir.
& How do _you gonsider that wamet Ja that aliving
v ey
A I considor it a living wage for the people who
are oapable of varning a living wage, There are peopie
who are really not capable of earning a living wage,
Q@ Have y>u obmerved 'n your work in the village
the topdenoy that & great nany people have to change?
A Yen Bir, it is a very drifting population,
Q@ Have you any roanons to give for such & condition?

A iuwt the roving naturs of the people ia the only
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way I can aoccount for it; constantly ldoking ‘ror BOMmOs
thing better. Yesterdsy I had one woman wanting me to
send her to Gainsville, thinking she could make more in
Gainsville than here, and in® less than an hour ago
I had an aplication for a woman to get a podition in
this mill; she had come from Gainaville to Atlanta. They
are always thinking they c¢an make kore than the other
people make; they can get more in this mill than anywhere
else,

@ Do you think the conditions in the mill _villnge
have anything to do with the desire to make *hat change?
I think not,.

Have you had any ocomplaints of thaf kind?
Very few,

You have heard some, have you?

> H > O >

I have heard some.
Q@ Have you heard, in yow mrk. off the work ing
conditiona in the milla? .
A Hone, except a few of *he strikers, People eho
are in the mill as & rule are very well sotisfied,
Q You do not hear complaints from the strikers?
A I hear complainta from the strikers. |
- Q | .DG you know of any oases that y-u reoall where women
were suffering becausc they could not get their money
from the inill? '
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A I do not, At any time when & person is out in
the mill be&m&se of sickness a statement from the dootor
or from the nurse at the Wesley House to the pamatar‘
here enablas them to get their money. _

Q@ ‘Then if complaints are made about their not being
able to obtain their money under such conditions, when
‘_camplams are made of that kind, they have a way by whibh
they con obtain their money when they are sick?

" A  Yes Sir, when they are sick they can obtain their
money . “

| @ Would a statement from you be sufficient for
them to obtain their monny? |

A During the abvsence of the nurse they accept my
statements as & rule, ihotigh as & rule we send the doator
or the nurse.

Q@ Do you ¥now of any case since you have been there
where & family aotually s@ffered from conditions for
any reason? ‘

A Yes 8ir, I do know of oases where they suffered,

Q You were oalled in some of these ocases?

A Yeos Sir. |

Q@ Vhat were the roasons for such complaints when
you investigated?

A Mostly sickneas.
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¢ Would Wealoy Hruse then provide for them in suoh
caaen?

A Yoo Bir, I find a good deal of suffering partioularly
because of worthless husbands anpd fathersj poor rPrnagement
on the part of the mother, among other conditions,

€ Have you pmid any attention to that situation
in that mill willace? .

A Yon 8ire.

Aro there many fathers who do not worky
Thare are »;iuif;’la a number,

Are they able to work?

Bome of them awu,'mnny of them are,

O 2 oD

Do the mothers work in thess casés?

A Vary of'ten,

Q@ And the ohildron?

A  Yos Bir. I find that true in other walks of

G You find thia fsrot aonfined to the mil’ village?

A Yes Bir, .t find it is not oconfined to the milld
village, X come in tough -1th sdoh owses in Vm-,.m walke
in life whem the same gonditi-na obtain,

Q@ Is that a ocondition drought wbout by physioal

defeats or condtitutional defects or from loss of influenceo?
A I would may the latter,
A To what extent Qo you think « I would like to hear
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what you have to say on it -« to what extent if any do
you attribute this roving nature to the actual Msgmara
aoy or lack of vitality?

A I dom't know that I will be willing to may to
what extent, I don't think I ocould suy anything on that,

Q@ Do you think that enters into 1t9

A It doea.

Q Have you a oconkting schonl in the Vesley stauae?

A Yos 8ir,

¢ Ploasetdl)l about the school and its aoctivities,
‘ A Ve toach the girls to prepare and serve a moal,
¥o have olasses, soven in & olass, I think it ie five
or aix olasses. I don't recollect, I think that will
come in my annuval report,

@ Do the people of the mill village take.advantage
of that dspartment, the girla? _

A Most of the cooking sclool girls are in the mill,

¢ Is there snything olse you would like to apeak
about?® | | . |

A It will all core in my anrual ;*apwrt. Baturday
avenings w- furnish & oconoert and try to give them
profitable amusement.

¢ Bvery Saturday evening,

A Yos Bir.

Q@ Will your report cover the boya' olub?
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Q

T?BEO
Yeas Sire
Have you & boys'! club in connection with that?
¥es Sir. |
How long has that olub been established theref
About fifteen years.
Is this boys?! club, conneoted with the Vesley

House, been estadblished all that time?

A

The first was the day nursery, then the oclinio,

then the girls' work and them the boys® work. One

followed the other with just a fewmonths lapsing between.

G Are the hoys in that olub mostly connected with
the mill?

A The lafger percentage of them are.

G What is the member-ship of *that olub?

A We have abut six different boyd' olubs.

i In the aggregate how many young men have you?

A Avout 100.

@ Do you have religius services at the Wesley

House each Sunday?

A We have Sunday School every Bunday afternoon.

Q Did I ask you what the attendence of that Sunday
School is?

A  Avout 150,

¢ How many workers are there in comnection with

the Wesley House?
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Bix rosident workers.
You ars the head renident?

Yon ﬂir, the superintendent.,

F-R T -

Do youfraﬁﬂiva other amn&ributzuna from the
community for the assiatance ~f that work bheaides the
millts and beasides your shuasoh?

A Yo. Well I don't know about that; I muy be
wrong a&bout that. <o do from time te time rroeive other
sohtributions from othor interested people, Justiyesterday,
I think it wans, I had a check from the Children's Welfare
Comrunity »f the domen's @lub to be uned for millinery
for the school children, the ghildren of the villnge,

Q@ How doas the work in the Wesley House oompare
with other institutions of that kind you have seen or
becn interested iny

A  Our work is anrexed to tha ohurohes of the
Southarn Methodint Church, Just as in 8t, Touism.

i Wera you familiar with the sanitary conditions
of this community prior to the strike?

A Yes ﬂgx.

Q ®hat wore they?

A They wuere nat ideal but they assldom are among
the working olaan penpla; amony, the poorer classof people,

Q Have you observed the conditions since the strike?
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A Yes Bir.

Q Have there been any improvements made?

A Some improvements have been madc as to the sewerage.

Q In what omdition is the sewerage there now?

A The sewerage system is in fairly godd condition.
It is not képt as it should be by the tenants many times,
but the mill furnishes men:.iwho go through the village
every day and olean up. Only a few days ago I heard
a woman remakk, "If the people would do as much to keep
things sanitary‘éa the mill they would be‘idaalﬁ.

Q@ Do you know of any way by which people could
be required to take care of their homes and meke them
more cleanly?

A It seems to me that would be more for the city
than for the mill.

Q Are the toilets now connected with the sewer?

A Yes 8ire.

@ There had been troughs prior to the atrike;
weren't there?

A Vell, there were sewer connection,

Q@ But these> open troughs were flushed out?

A Yes Sir.

Q VWhat is the general character: of these people
from a workman's standpdint?? Are they industrious, these
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peoyie in the mill village eﬁwgt those you heve mentioned?

A Yen 84r, a groeat mw of * them are indusirious,

@ Do you know of any ocases where small nh:tldém from
this vilinge are worked in tha milly

A I do ‘ﬁot:, I think many times the age has .bﬂ.om
misrepressnted. I know of loo saascs vhore thore have
been sworn stmnmenia that they wore of tha yropar age
toworke That &a,aﬁmt tha/gﬁg.am&. The parents misrepresent
in many ocases and are £i11 doing it.

@ Youthink nearly 100 childrsn of lower aps have
‘worked in the milly |

A I think no.

€  About how often doea that happen?

A I donvt know ﬁmt I oould say, it happens so
vory often, but quite frequently.

Q@  ¥ou have neen cuses? ,

A Yes Uir, when 4t is brought to the attention
of the mill owners wa look znw it ané the ﬁhi&d goce,

£ Has that happenedin your obervation since the
passage of the lant ohild,lsbor law passed herd last
summer by the 1@3&»1&?:%? |

A I velieve, I have not the proof, tut I believe
there are childron under age though their parents have
sworn thet they are fourtsen and a half te fifteen; vat’
there is a very great doubt in my mind about their age.

SRR
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