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SHUFORD B, MARKS, sworn, teatified:
| EXAMINATION BY MR, DALY.
Whare‘do you live?
52 Rosalia Street, Atlanta,Georgia.,
How long have you lived in Atlanta?
) SinceIIQOzl I belleve, this January.
Were you born in Georgia?

Yos 8Sir.

Where else have you lived in Ceorgia besides Atlanta?

A. I have lived in Lithonia, Lawrenceville, Winder,
Jefferson and Gainsville; I believe that is the extent.

Q Vhat is your ocoupation?

A" Veb~pressman by trade, newgpaper pressman, but
at the present time I am ebgaged in clerical work for
the City of Atlanta,

Q Vhatother position do you hold officially in
the way of being connected with labor®

A I am President of the Geokgia pederation of
Labor;,8ecretary-Treasurer of the Atlanta Labor Temple
Association; Becretary-Treasurer of the Web_Preasmen's/
Union, |

Q@ VWhat is your membership in Georgia in the Fed-
eration of Labor.

A  About 12,000 through affiliation.

Q You are familiar withnthe operation of Losal
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No. 786 of the Untied Textile Wotkers of America?

A To some extent I am.

Q@ Do you know when" that was organized?

A On the 18th day of Oatober 1913,

@ Do you krow whether or not this Looal was about
to be organized before it was done, Mr. Warks?

YA I do,

@ VWere you communicated with as to its organization?

A I was, beonuse there was a strike prior to its
organization, and.at a meeting held on the day of the
strike, I believe, I was requested to attend the meeting.
of the strikers and was advised.at that meeting that they
were preparing to make application for a oharter, or
had made application at that time?

Q And they made application %o you, or the United
Textile Workera?® o

A No, to the Uniged Textile Workers, beczuse the
question came up and we were under thé impression that
the I, ¥, W. had gotﬁen.hola of 1§ and I quaatiqnaa them
relative to who they were going to get their charter
through and then I waé advised it was through the United
Textile Workers of America, ‘

Q@ Yho seeme fl to be organizing that. Local¥?

A A fallﬁw named F, ¥, Flynn.
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¥hat d4d he represent?
Nothing more than himself, He had never had

any cannactibn. I don't think, with the Labor Union before,

Q
A

Q
A

Q

He was & worker in the mills;ywua he?

He was & worker in the mills.

- Re organized that Looalf

Yes 8ir,
Did any of the textile workers of the Pultom Rag

Mills consult with you as to the advisability of thés
first strike th%t you are ta;king sbout?

A

No, I atgended & greta meany of their moetings later.

In fact I atéended avery peeting regularly, almoat everyonse,

that they had for a short time prior to the second strike,

and y was presiding over the m@aﬁiﬁg the night when the

strike vote was taken, Ve had discussed the conditiona

of the mill, the workers in the mill, and we had & tele

egram from Mr, Hiles, organizar of the Untied Textile

Workers of Amerioca. )
f Mr. Charles A, Milea?

A

Yes Sir. He had gone to Washington and later

on to New York for the purpome of conferring with the

international officeials of the textile workers, the Intere

national Union, in an effort to see what assistance

conld be prooured for the Looval here in event a strike

*u& foroed uponithem. This telegram was to the effect
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that they ocould not guarantee the regular strike benerit
to all of those affooted, if a strike was salled, but
would}giva all the support morally and financially that
they oould give but they would not bind themselves to
anything definite, This fas diaauasad:genéralxg”and
I would not advise them either wayj but merely read:
this telegram to them and interpretated it aaoording to
the way I conaidered it and placed my interpretatdon
upon it, .
| Q Doiiyou know what the membarship of that Looal
was at that time? |
- A At that time it wan olaimed to be about 300,

28 well aa I remember. I am not positive,

Q@ Do you think they had that umany?

A I had no roason to belisve that they mede a
false statement. \I remember in opa inatance looking
over their books and I know they had along list of names,

Q@ Did you give them any advise as tg the rrobability
of being able to win, owing to the faot that they had
- been so0 recently organized and not vary strong down here?

4 I don't think I gave them any advise other than
1 tolé‘themVWh&t to expcet and what not to expcet in the
way of aﬁaiétanue. though X think now I really definitely
advised nothing axuaﬁt they were on their own resources.

@ On the 20th of lay, 1914, there was another strike?
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| A _Yaarﬁwr, that wasafter the Union was organized,
§ DBetween Ootober, 1913, and the 20th of lay, 1914,
were you still in touch somewhat with thie Local?
I was conmtantly in touch with them all that time,
The Looal continued to grow?all that tire?
Yaea 8ir,

> & »

Q@ What do you know,if anything, as to the waYy
these Union people were “¥reated in the Fulton Bag &
Cot‘on Mills between thews tuo dntea?

A The only knowledge I have is their statements
made in my presence. | | '

Q@ VWhat statements wera made by the mill workers
in your presence as -othe conditions there, and haw' g
‘ thay wore treated?  Because they were Union me n wan
there anything done to them?

A Thare wag agreat number raporto& there azachargeq
which was claimed beozuse they belonged to thd Union,
and 1t seems that the most of them who were discharged
wore members of the Uhiqn whaah caused thom to be cone
tinuously getting in new members in ordsr o hnld thaix
organization to ﬁha atandard they hed previcualy organize
ed to. My understanding is there were 0 some oad
discharged in a oouple of weoks out thers and everyone
was a member of the Union and they had resorted to meote

ing at.tha different houses at night rather than havg
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them go to the hall, besause it seemed that the aamp&ny
~aasgetting paaaﬂmmion of this information somehow or
ather. '

&  BSo the Union met manratiy?

A x?ﬁwy held every meeting in a hall, 1t,eo$1a
hardly be called aéaretxy'bacauue anyon? osme, X was
outside and saw them aming in the hall. |

Q Do‘you know of any particular case whers they
seemed to be-spied upon because they wara.ﬂhion men?

A I remember an inat#naa of when one of the second
hands in a department and one or two petty officials
and foremen like wore pointed out to me in & soda fount
ascross from the hall, and those who came into the hall
seemed to be under the dmpression that %thit was thaii
purpose thers, Their attitude had not Veen so very
friendly toards them. |

| Q A Do you know of any other oases where ‘information
seemed to be given out by spiea, detectives or anything
of that mort®

A Well, nothing definite only maﬁ I remember
thayvroud a dictograph arﬁar the strike had aaburréd in
a hall, and they traced the wire to a vacant house to
the rear of the building where the hall was lscated.

I was not present at the time., I saw a part of the
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that was
machine/loosted in the hall.

@ %hat became of the maahine?'

A I do not remember wha& became of it and I could

- nat tell yoyr now who showed 2ti to me.

Q@ Did they ever learn who op@ruted the aibtugraph?

A I think they had an idea but I won't say whether
they knew the parties, I am not sure. These details are
vague to me now because it has been a long while and
~for the iamt several months I have not been in close
enough toush to keep these little detnils on ry mind.

Q@ Did the United Textile Wotkers of Americs, having
been affiliated with your great arg&nizatinn,‘taka gny
steps tovard oalling tha-&ttaﬁtion,ar'tha Fulton ﬁagv& \
Cotton Mills to the fact that Unicn men were baing d&aahmrga&?

A }Arter the strike ocourred wé‘gat‘out a strike
- bulletin, - |

Q Berqra the strike?

A To, bvefore the strike I don't think there was
anything done; that is, generally,

f Didnt't you writa down there?

A I thought you asked me if I had tried to get
into ocommunication or 1ai other Unions know about it.

& FHo. | |
A I wrote & letter to the management of the mill

the first day of their oonference, I believe, oalling
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their attention tanthe faot that sé many had been disoharged,
anm as practically all of tham «@re members of the Union
we wsra led to believe it was for that purpose begsuse
all of thenm dinahurgea were members of the Union. That
was aont to the Mills officially and handed to them
by one of the members of the Union. I got one of the.
officers to get some one to send it over there and I am
not pos&tiva, but I am pretty sure it was ona of the mill
hands, oné who bad previously been employed there.
8 Do you know whether the mesegge was dslivered

or~not2

A I'never did get #ny reply.. The only evidence
I have that the message wos delivercd was the statement
aeliver@d»tq me by the man who went over there that it
wﬁa and trat there was no. reply.. |

Q  Wnat did this man who tock it down there report?

A He said they said there was no reply, I belileve
he left it., He told Mr. Mullinex or Kr. Flynn and they
brought the information to me. I sent thém.huok again
to get a reply. So they went back again and I have of
courseé no positive information oondarning it. I hav@
evory reason to believe it was delivered.

Q Then you never did zet any reply to that ocommunicae
tion from the mill? |

A Hever did,
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Q  Yow, as to the strike of Nay 20th, 1914, 11d
your organization advine the strike then or not?

A Well, we advised with them as far as oanduating
the strike was oconoerned,

& Did you advise them that the best thing to do
WEAS to‘atrika?

A Mo Sir, I did not;

¢ THow did that come around?

A A3 I stated, they discussed theammttef; that is,
the conditions in the mill and the large number that the
company dischargmed znd there was seemingly no other
reason except thutvkhéy were members of the Uhiun.'Séveral

were discharged whose work was satisfaotory and who had
worked in the mill a number of-years. Whose work had
praviously been uccepted, and they were discharged with

no other reason exocent their servioss were no longer

needed. All theas thingé wefe aiaanéaeg and they oone
siderad it necessary to remist these conditions; that

was the only weupon they seemed to know. A strike vote

was taken, There was & larse votse, about xhréenvbteé against
it and the reat for it.

Q@ In these disoussions about the strike and aboht
ﬁhe diffarﬂnoaa and about the discharpres qid you hé%,

any objeotions riined as to whether a strike should bs oalled



BREM 10
A Of course there was quite a atand against bntﬁ
' the fines and deductions for &mrrmatinnﬁ.gr raiéa

and things of that sort.. That was tha}amriQua objeation,
and we thought that could be remedied; dbut ﬁhan théy
voted for the striké they took that into Qonaidaratian.
and othyr phases of the situation,

Q@ As to the wugas the ocompany paid, dia thay aiﬂcuaa
them? ‘

A Yen 81:,‘tﬁéy discussad t&a& and everytiing.

€ Did they seem t0 think that the wares were too
low? .

A They 41d for the hours they hnd been working,
aheylﬁhawght the hours wore $oo long and the wires
too low. |

Q  Had you unything to 4o with the aummisaafy?

A Nothing only sone 1it3le investigation I made
with Marquards on one or two oaoasions.

Q¢ Have there been meny lahor troubles in this
cominmity?
' A Very foew,

'@ Han there heen any viclenéa somnitted by nembers
of this Council of Lubor? |

A Not that I romembder,

Q@ Vere there any troubles that aross intihe BSoutly
before this labor trouble siarted?

A Yes, I remember some in the Btate but do not
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recall any in Atlanta,

Q Wnat has besn the policy of the Unien as to
peace between the employer and employaé in Atlanta?

A VWell, that of the Union members the rolatxanavbeawean
employers and employees have been very cordial and peaaQSbla'
and we have had dbut very little friction.
| Q, Do you know of any instances in Georgis where
anyony has been killed?

A Notiin any cotton mill strike, but two or three
people were killed during the street railway Qirike in Augusta,

Q@ Generally speaking the conditi-ns have beon
very good, haventt they?

A Yeos 8ir.

Q@ You were never in the Fulton Mills, were you?

A Yes Sir, I worked there.,

Q VWhen did you work in there? Are you a textile worker?
A Yes 8ir, I am.

Q@ V¥hen did you work there? _

A In 1902, I think. Isworked there about two weeks.

Q@ What doing?

A IWaaving.

Q

¥hat were the conditions then as you saw them
then in the weaving department? |

A As far as the conditions in the mill are ocone
cerned 1 don't know ﬁhathar they were any worse than

they were in any other mills I had beon in at that time,
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It has been so long ago I don't remember,

"

o 5 o b

A

.Biﬁ you stay thare iong?

No 8ir, X atayoﬁ there dbout two wooks.,
Did you work a(natiga? _
Yoo 8ir, I believe I did,
nid.yo& get your money?

: it
Ags well an I romepber I got/a week or suoh a-

matter afterwarda, 1 am not paéitivﬁ. I was not there

- but a short time.

Q
A

e
A

Did you ever live in the mill village?
Are you familiar with thatqqn&ihiqﬁa in npaz5vixxag¢§'
I made adma\invaagigationa,ainae tha\atrika; |

Wnat were the conditions as you knew them vefore

the atrike?

A

are.

I am soquainted with what the sanitary oonditions
The tailﬁﬁgﬁare~a‘1at of outs. I had some photo-

graphs taken,

Q Wnere are those photographs?

A

I have got them now. We had one or two phntau

grayha takan of. thoaa tail@ta. It wase Juat a ahaa amd

with boxes and running down bﬁtwean the twa rows nf

houses was & trough running tha full Jength and the

houses have prautiaaily faur families ta them,,uhaut

four ramiliam living in aaqh hauae.
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G Soveral families live in & house?

A Yzn Bir.

Note: Nr. Marks will produce the rhotographs as
an exnibit (See appandix.)

qQ Ia there anything else you would like to state?

A  You mean the conditions that existed or should not
have exioted?

Q Should not exist, yes.

A Vell, of course, I would sy thaﬁ tha iabor
organizations in Atlanta, and I think through the entire
State, were aoyusinted with the aonditions existing in
the mill ka-nhey were repreaented to us and the fines
and this dooking system that they have in effeat there
tojether with the contraot that their employees are
compelled to’aign, and the pabor people had beaumé rery
much incensed over it ard their sympathy was aroused %o
the extent of voluntary assesments being levied upon
their members to aid them in ocarrying on this strike..
As a result of *“his strike the Georgia Pederation qr
Labor has prepared three ibille which it will present
to the next sessnlon of tha'Lagis;atura having for their
purpose to remedy some of these evil& existing in this
mill ans well as some others in the Btate, |

Q@ Do you know of zny other mill thet has & similar
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contract to this?

A I have heard of one other but I don't remember
the name of the mill., I have heard there is one other
in the South, but I am not positive that it is in “Geaorgia,

Q If this contraot -was: &bolished down here at
this mill and that sustem of fines and reductions was
made at least asomething more reasonable, what effeot
would that have upon the labor conditions in connection
with thic mill? | |

A That would have & good effect. The mill village -
would bhave to be improved, That is improve.ithe environ-
ments of the people, 'm'wy wouldhave to be improved,
As & general rule the great pereentage .of: people em=
ployéci in the Fulton Bag & Cotton Mils, from py Mem
tiona, we world not expect to impreve these people.
that is the great majority of them, I will ssy to the
atandard of citizenship of other trades of the present
generation. But by meking the working conditinns ard
the hone mxrmundinga tetter we wonld expect the coming
‘gamrsmtion to be gonaiderably improved, both intelleptually,
morelly and in every other reppect.

@  Whag were you ddiing in living in #0 marny communities
in Georgia? Were you working in the mills?

A Vo Bir, my father was in business, pe first lived
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in Jeferson, Gworpgia; was & shoemaker in that time and
later went into the mercantile business.

Q@ Vhat is your underatanding from the varities of
conditions of. other milis in Georgia as aonpayred with
this mill? Bave you any data on the subjeot?y

A Vell, nothing definite. Of course I have heard
‘Qf the conditinns of the wille in Augusta, That is about
the only mill in Georgia that I.have hezrd anything at
all about. It seems from information I have that most
of the mills have oomditions generally about tha same
as 1M the Fulton Rag & Cotton Mills widh the exception
of the fining and dooking syatem which seems to prevail
to & greater extent in the Fulton Mills then any I knoﬁ of ,

¢ And Qithholding wagesy |

A Yes, withholding wages, 'uaw I was told that some
of theclerks in the Fulton Bag & Cotton ui1x hgd boasted
of tha fact that the new mill was built entirely on money
withheld from wmplmy@aa for various reasons,

Q@ Have you any idea who those slerks were?

A VWo, I bgva[not‘ The party who gave me the 1n$orma-
tion is & reliable person. I would not want to usne his
name invthia manner, but I believe he would +sll you
the same thing. -

Q@ Have him tell it to me.
.A I oan do that, yes,
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Q To go back to the effort to get an adjustment of
this trouble, did you or not, as president of the Georgia
Federation of Labor appaint a gommittee to.confer with
the peopia“at the Fulton Mille? |

A | No, not as pranidenﬁ of thq Gaorgin Federation
of Labor. |

] Iﬁ“whaﬁ onpacity?

A As chairman of the meeting at the time this was
suggeated, and I would not appoint the committee myself
without getting the advice of the agtive members of
"the Counail,

Q A committee was appointed by you?

A Yes Bir, by me. |

@ Vnho were they? Do you remember? |

A V¥No, I do not. I remember Marquardt was one,
and I was supposed to go if I was situated so I onld go,

but I omld not, |
| Q Vas Cohen another?

A Cohen was one,

Q How about Jerome Jones? |

A He was to go along if he ocould, but he could
not go. |

Q@ How about this man nzmed Carson?

A I velieve Carson was substituted for another fellow
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As well as I roemember,
Q maguarat was on the committee?

A Yes 8ir.

'@ Do you know whether they acoomplished anything or not?
| A No, they did not accomplidh anything. There was
one théng principally that impressed me; Statements
made in the hall by .women: as to the conduct of sone
of these foremen or overseers or assistant overseers
making improper proposels to them. One statement I
remember yartu!.cletsrly was that if he ocould not get in her
backdoor some night, momething of that kind,

Q Do you kné;v who made that statement?

A 1 velieve I would know if I heardtthe name ocalled,
It was in the bvag mill. That was after the strike was .
oalled, I think it was profane lunguage too. They oursed
these girla; That was reported too..

- @  You have no évidama ime ahe went to Mr, Tleas
or Mr. Johnstone, or anything like that?

A Yo Bir.

Do you know Mr.'rﬁlma'é
No 84r, only when I see him.

Do you know Mr. Johnstone?

> o » o

No 311"; would not know him if I were to see him,.

b P
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